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Report Findings from the Original Committee:

● If we want to engage readers, this is the perfect book. It was funny and I was sucked in immediately. I assume

any other student would be as well. It was relatable. Maybe a little out there, but it was about coming of age.

The main characters get to do crazy stuff, and you get to go on the journey with them. Good book to get

someone into reading.

● The main character learns that it’s not ok to do some of the things they did in the book. They made stupid

choices, but it was not glorified. It is important to read books like this so you get to experience things second

hand and you don’t have to deal with the consequences of bad choices.

● The relationship between the three of them showed value in the kind of relationship they have. We all need

straight talkers and this book did a great job of showing how this is done.

● Our language arts curriculum talks about windows, mirrors and sliding doors. The book appeals to different

groups of students. This book is so accurate about a high school boy and identifying with them. A lot of the story

about music and blues was a total window, and a mirror for the kids to identify with that.  I really wasn't sure

why this book was an issue.

● Living vicariously through those mistakes helps students learn from them.

● Identity as a black kid adopted by a white family  is one that isn’t often represented in books.  Chapter 27 stuck

out to me - drug experience went wrong. That chapter definitely reads about a trial done wrong. It was such a

great moment and kids can relate to that. The author’s portrayal of insecure feelings was really well done. I

would love it if my kids could read this book.  I laughed throughout most of the book.

● Committee consensus was to retain high school libraries without restriction.

Appeal Committee Findings:

● There was discussion about the process.

● There was discussion about including in future challenges which libraries the book appears in, how many times

the book has been checked out and when it first appeared in Rockwood libraries.

Appeal Committee Recommendation:

● Uphold the findings of the Challenge Committee.
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